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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Haas, Davis, Lubbers to speak at convocation 
Thomas J. Haas will make his first remarks as Grand Valley president at 
convocation ceremonies on August 25. 
He will be joined on stage by President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers , 
Provost Gayle R. Davis and University Academic Senate Chair Rob 
Franciosi. 
Convocation, the official start of the academic year, will begin at 11 a.m. 
in the Fieldhouse. Faculty and staff members who plan to participate will 
robe in the north atrium area of Henry Hall and process at 10:45 a.m. 
Awards will be given for Distinguished Contribution in a Discipline, 
Outstanding Service and Outstanding Teacher. Also, four faculty mem-
bers will be recognized for 25 years of service: Patricia Matthews, assis-
tant professor of biology; Sandra E. Portko, professor of psychology; 
David L. Rathbun, professor of communications; and James F. Wolter, 
professor of marketing. 
Following the ceremony, all students, faculty and staff members are 
invited to an all-campus picnic, which will run from noon-1 :30 p.m. 
under a tent at the Cook Carillon Tower. 
File photo 
Faculty process to the Fieldhouse for convocation in 2005. This year, 
the ceremony will begin at 11 a.m. on August 25. 
Across Campus 
Public cruises offered 
aboard D.J. Angus 
Grand Valley's Annis Water Resources Institute 
will celebrate 20 years in Grand Haven by 
offering public hands-on water quality sampling 
cruises on its research and education vessel, the 
D.J. Angus. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Public cruises aboard the D.J. Angus will be 
offered August 22 and 24. Participants will be 
able to conduct water quality sampling and 
testing. 
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The cruises will be August 22 and 24 from 
4:30-6 p.m. and 6:30-8 p.m. There is no charge 
for the trips, but registration is required. Call 
x13749 to register. The capacity on the Angus 
is limited to 25 people. Participants must be 
able to easily get on and off a vessel, and they 
must be at least 8 years old. Trip details and the 
location of the Grand Haven dock site will be 
provided upon registration. 
The cruises will last around 90 minutes, depart-
ing from downtown Grand Haven and traveling 
into Lake Michigan. Passengers will be actively 
involved in sampling and testing the water. 
If water conditions are too rough on Lake 
Michigan , sampling will take place in Spring 
Lake. Key water-resource related issues fac-
ing West Michigan and the Great Lakes will be 
emphasized by the onboard science instructors. 
More than 63,000 people have experienced 
water quality sampling on the Angus since 
1986. Area school groups have been using the 
Angus for many years, but A WRI Director Al 
Steinman said this is an opportunity for adults 
to experience hands-on science as they explore 
local waters. Highlights of the trip include 
using water quality testing equipment, looking 
at the microscopic organisms in the water, and 
finding out what is on the bottom of the lake. 
The trips are oriented primarily for adults. The 
Grand Haven Area Community Foundation, 
through its Youth Advisory Council and the 
Robert B. and Muriel R. Mersereau Fund, is 
providing funding for the trips. 
New university planning 
calendar debuts soon 
A planning calendar for all university events is 
scheduled to go live in September. The calendar 
was created to increase communication between 
departments. 
"It was easier to track events when the campus 
was smaller," said Jean Nagelkerk, assistant 
vice president for Academic Affairs. "This cal-
endar is necessary so that everyone can know 
what's happening. It will help ensure that larger 
events aren't planned for the same day." 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 PIC offers passport photo services 
Ben Rapin, Web project coordinator, said all faculty and staff members 
will have access to the calendar and a subgroup of administrators from 
departments will be trained to submit information. 
The Padnos International Center is now offering passport photo services 
to the Grand Valley community. 
A continuous quality improvement system will be in place with random 
audits of posted events so users can get help developing their entries. 
Students, faculty and staff members, with a Grand Valley ID card, can 
have their photos taken for a $2 fee. 
The calendar will be color coded, indicating if events are tentatively planned 
or confirmed. It will also feature a map option and include important aca-
demic dates. There will also be a one-, seven- and 31-day printing option. 
PIC is in 130 Lake Ontario Hall and open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-
5 p.m. Passport applications are also available. Questions can be directed 
to x13898. 
Nagelkerk said users also will have the option to push events from the 
planning calendar to the public campus events calendar. 
High school students 
get real-world experience 
Three area high school students 
are spending their summer 
working in the School of Social 
Work. Jim Edwards, director 
of field education, heard about 
a paid employment program 
offered through Jubilee Jobs in 
Grand Rapids, and knew Grand 
Valley would be a perfect fit. 
The focus of Jubilee Jobs is to 
combat poverty by teaching 
skills that will create opportuni-
ties. 
"We have a diverse depart-
ment," said Edwards. "The stu-
Photo by Dottie Barnes 
Pictured left to right are Jalisa Bowman, 
Kenneth Best and Raine/I Campbell. 
The high school students are working 
this summer for the School of Social 
Work. 
dents have an opportunity to see people of color working in higher educa-
tion. This will help simulate what they can achieve." 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Renovations to Zumberge Library will create more and improved 
places for students to study. 
The students, Rainell Campbell and Jalisa Bowman, both of Ottawa Hills 
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continues on page 3 
···--------------------------
GVFaces 
Christine Valda 
Assistant professor of criminal justice 
During "Just Kids Day" in early June, fifth graders 
from Dickinson Elementary School in Grand Rapids 
created and performed skits on how to handle bullies. 
Christine Yalda, assistant professor of criminal 
justice, helped organize the program, held at the 
Allendale Campus. She implemented a similar pro-
gram at Arizona State University several years ago. 
"Adults often dismiss young people as being 
'just kids,"' she said. "This program seeks to 
give voice to young peoples' stories - how 
they experience, understand and deal with 
school violence." 
The program was funded by a grant from 
Grand Rapids' Operation Weed and Seed, she 
said. Volunteers from the School of Criminal 
Justice and the community led the young stu-
dents in discussions and helped them perform 
the skits. Yalda said the format helps create a 
non-threatening experience for the students. 
become criminals as adults and a boy who is a bully 
at age 8 is three times more likely to be convicted of 
a crime by age 30. 
"Just Kids Day creates the opportunity to learn how 
young people think about law and justice, to create 
positive anti-crime programs with student input, and 
to begin creating 'youth-centered' justice programs 
in Grand Rapids," she said. 
Yalda and other organizers hope to make Just Kids 
Day an annual event. 
Yalda's research includes aspects of juvenile 
justice. She said bullying can carry serious 
consequences for those involved. Studies show 
that 50 percent of all identified school bullies 
Photo courtesy of Christine Ya/da 
Christine Yalda moderates a session about teasing and 
bullying during Just Kids Day. GVSU volunteers are in the 
front answering questions about girls' behavior for visitors 
from Dickinson Elementary School. 
What's Ahead 
Farmers' market will offer 
fresh produce 
The first Farmers ' Market at Grand Valley, spon-
sored by Work Life Connections, will be held 
Wednesday, August 16, from 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
at parking lot F on the Allendale Campus. 
Sue Sloop, Work Life Connections consultant, 
said area farmers will offer a variety of veg-
etables, fruits, flowers, cheeses, beef jerky and 
more. For more information, contact Sloop at 
x18011 or sloops@gvsu.edu. 
FTLC conference focuses on 
liberal education initiative 
The 12th Annual Fall Conference on Teaching 
and Learning is scheduled for Wednesday, 
August 23, in Henry Hall. 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
High School, and Kenneth Best of Creston High 
School, are helping professors with research 
projects and performing general clerical work. 
"This job is helping me stay active and 
focused," said Best. "This is my first paid job 
and I feel like I'm accomplishing something. 
It 's good to be in a college setting." 
Campbell is considering becoming a pediatri-
cian. "I love coming here because the atmo-
sphere is relaxed and the staff is friendly," she 
said. "This is my first job and I'm more confi-
dent knowing what to expect in a work setting." 
Nursing professor dies 
Jan Flentje, affiliate faculty of nursing, died 
July 28 after a battle with cancer. She was 49. 
Prior to teaching at Grand Valley, Flentje had 
taught nursing courses at the State University 
of New York - Brockport, University of Rhode 
Island and Parkland College in Champaign, 
Illinois. 
A memorial scholarship fund was established; 
contributions can be made to the Jan Flentje 
Memorial Scholarship Fund, c/o Bell Com 
Credit Union, 630 32nd SE, Grand Rapids, MI 
49548. 
Catherine Frerichs, direc-
tor of the Pew Faculty 
Teaching and Learning 
Center, said the keynote 
addresess and sessions 
will emphasize aspects 
of the Claiming a Liberal 
Education Initiative. 
Keynote speakers are 
Clara Lovett, president 
emerita of Northern Arizona 
University and the last 
president of the American 
Association of Higher 
Education; and Martha 
Hemwall, dean of academic 
student services at Lawrence 
University. 
Lovett will speak at 9 a.m. 
and Hemwall at 10:30 a.m. 
Clara Lovett 
Martha Hemwa/1 
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The faculty- and staff-led workshops will also 
follow the theme of the conference: "Developing 
the Whole Student: Collaborating with Student 
Support Services." 
Questions about the conference can be directed 
to the FTLC at x13498. More information and a 
program schedule is online at www.gvsu.edu/ftlc. 
Faculty/staff picnic planned 
The annual Faculty and Staff Picnic is sched-
uled for August 24, from 5-8 p.m. in the Frey 
Foundation Courtyard of the De Vos Center. 
RSVP by Tuesday, August 15, by calling xl2171 
or sending an e-mail to Rachel Siglow at 
siglowr@gvsu.edu. 
···--------------------------
Centennial Wireless 
partners with 
Grand Valley athletics 
Centennial Wireless is now the official wireless 
sponsor of Grand Valley's athletic program. 
The multi-year partnership was signed on July 
31 ; it will continue through 2009. As the official 
wireless sponsor of GVSU athletics, Centennial 
Wireless will have a presence at all university 
sporting events through signage and promo-
tions. In addition, the wireless company will be 
given the opportunity to provide special product 
promotions to students. 
Athletic Director Tim Selgo said the company 
has a "genuine interest in the vitality of our 
community, including Lakers athletics." 
Four graduates finish 
government training 
Four Grand Valley graduates have completed a 
two-year internship sponsored by the Defense 
Logistics Agency in Battle Creek. 
Pamela Peterson, James George, Daniel E. 
Schuemann and Val Molina received their cer-
tificate of completion in June. They are now 
working for the Defense Logistics Information 
Photo courtesy of Van Williams 
Pictured from left to right are James George, 
Van Molina and Pamela Peterson. 
Service and the Defense Reutilization and 
Marketing Service. The internship program pre-
pares entry-level personnel for advancement to 
mid-level positions in professional, administra-
tive and technical career fields . 
Peterson graduated in 2004 with a degree 
in computer science; she now works as an 
information technology specialist for DUS. 
Schuemann earned a bachelor's degree in mar-
keting in 2003 and is a contract specialist for 
DRMS. George earned a bachelor's degree in 
information systems and a master's degree in 
computer information systems. Molina graduat-
ed in 2003 with a bachelor's degree in computer 
science and works for DUS as an information 
technology specialist. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies, appeared on 
WGVU Radio's "Community Impact" show. 
He was also interviewed by U.S. News & World 
Report for a story on the first president of the 
United States. 
Sketches 
Ellen Yezierski, assistant professor of chemistry, 
gave a presentation, "Assessing for Conceptual 
Understanding in Chemistry," at the Conference 
on Standards of Learning and the Teaching of 
Chemistry in Richmond, Virginia. 
John C. Taylor, associate professor of market-
ing, gave a presentation, "Great Lakes Ocean 
Shipping Cost Benefits," at the Inland Seas 
Education Association in Traverse City. 
WGVU Productions received a Platinum Best 
of Show Award in the 2006 Aurora Awards for 
"Coast Guard Highlights 2005." 
Salim Hai"dar, associate professor of mathemat-
ics, gave a presentation, "Convexity Conditions 
on Isotropic Strain-Energy Functions and 
Uniqueness and Regularity of Equilibria in 
Nonlinear Elasticity," at the Ninth International 
Conference on Integral Methods in Science 
and Engineering held in Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
Canada. 
Cynthia Kleinheksel, librarian, was re-elected 
president of the Herrick District (Holland) 
Library Board of Trustees. 
Stephen Matchett, professor of chemistry, led 
Grand Valley students and alumni from the Kung 
Fu club on a 16-day, martial arts training tour of 
China. Students traveled to five cities, training in 
various styles of Chinese Kung Fu with a series 
of traditional Kung Fu masters. 
Matthew Cooper, research assistant at the 
Annis Water Resources Institute, gave a presen-
tation, "Fish Community Composition in Lake 
Michigan Drowned River Mouth Lake/Wetland 
Complexes: Responses to Abiotic Factors," at . 
the annual meeting of the Society of Wetland 
Scientists held in Cairns, Australia. AWRI fac-
ulty members Donald Uzarski and Carl Ruetz 
were co-authors of the presentation. 
Rita Grant, associate professor of account-
ing, gave a presentation, "Quick (Acid-Test) 
Ratio: A Comparison of Accounting and Finance 
••• 
Versions," at the European Applied Business 
and Research Conference in Siena, Italy. She 
also gave a presentation, "Playing Monopoly to 
Understand Financial Statements," at the College 
Teaching and Learning Conference; it received 
the best paper award. 
David Austin, professor of mathematics, wrote 
an article, "Voronoi Diagrams and a Day at 
the Beach," for the on-line Monthly Essays 
on Mathematical Topics for the American 
Mathematical Society. 
Al Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, was appointed to the State 
of Michigan's new Phosphorus Management 
Advisory Council. He gave a presentation, 
"Sources of Phosphorus Loadings in Michigan," 
to the council in Lansing. 
Elaine Sterrett Isely, adjunct research asso-
ciate at the Annis Water Resources Institute, 
was appointed to the board of directors of the 
Michigan River Aliance. 
Brian Flanagan, assistant director of the 
Hauenstein Center, was accepted to the 
Leadership Grand Rapids Class of 2007. 
